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MACEDON (MAKEDONIA) 

The Argead kings of Macedon claimed descent from the Temenids of Argos and their ancestor 
Herakles. Early Macedon does not seem to have enjoyed much centralization, and was constantly under pressure 
from the neighboring Illyrian and Thracian tribes. The heroic pedigree of its kings assured Macedon’s acceptance 
as a Greek state in pan-Hellenic festivals, and the kings of Macedon were involved in the Greco-Persian and 
Peloponnesian wars. Arkhelaos imported the Athenian playwright Euripides for his court. After a period of 
crisis, Philippos II asserted royal authority over the powerful local nobility, reformed the military, and established 
a Macedonian hegemony in Greece. This made it possible for his ambitious son Alexandras III to conquer the 
Persian Achaemenid Empire (“Asia”). When the Argead dynasty died out with Alexandras IV in 309, the throne 
of Macedon was contested among various houses until 171, when the Antigonids secured their permanent hold 
on it. While the Antigonids recovered the hegemony over Greece which had all but disappeared in the wake of 
dynastic struggles and a destructive Gallic invasion, they had to reassert their authority over their Greek allies 
time and again. After becoming involved in conflicts with Rome (115—105, 100—197), Macedon lost its 
hegemony over Greece; a further conflict (171 — 167) led to the abolition of the monarchy by the Romans and 
the division of the kingdom into four republics. Following the abortive attempt of Andriskos to restore the 
kingdom in 149—148, Macedon became a Roman province in 146. Ancient Macedon is historically, ethnically 
and (in its core territory) geographically unrelated to the modern Republic of Makedonija. 

The royal title was basileus. Early dates in the list below are unverifiable and selectively borrowed from 
the historiographical tradition. 

Kings of Macedon (Makedonia) 

Argead House of Macedon 

718—670 Perdikkas I ... son of Tyrimmas, son of Koinos, son of Karanos, descendant of Temenos 

670—636 Argaios I ... son of Perdikkas I 

636—601 Philippos I ... son of Argaios I 

601 — 578 Aeropos I ... son of Philippos I 

578—540 Alketas ... son of Aeropos I 

540—498 Amyntas I ... son of Alketas 

498—454 Alexandros I, Philellen ... son of Amyntas I 

454—413 Perdikkas II ... son of Alexandros I 

413 — 399 Arkhelaos ... son of Perdikkas II 

Orestes ... son of Arkhelaos; possibly nominal king 399—397 1 
399—394 Aeropos II... son of (?) Philippos, son of Alexandros I 
394 Amyntas II, Mikros ... son of (?) Arkhelaos 
394—393 Pausanias ... son of Aeropos II 

393—387 Amyntas III ... son of Arridaios, 1 * 4 son of Amyntas, son of Alexandros I; expelled 
387—386 Argaios II ... son of (?) Arkhelaos; expelled, died 359:? 

386—369 Amyntas III ... restored 

369—368 Alexandros II... son of Amyntas III 

368—365 (regency ofPtolemaios \Alorites, son of Amyntas 5 ; husband ofEurynoe, daughter of Amyntas III) 

365—359 Perdikkas III ... son of Amyntas III; formally king since 368 

Amyntas IV ... son of Perdikkas III; possibly nominal king 359-+; deposed, died 336 

1 It is unclear whether Orestes was ever officially king. 

1 According to another tradition Amyntas Ill’s father was named Menelaos, perhaps the son of Alexandros I. 

5 Although Ptolemaios I Alorites is sometimes regarded as king in later historiographical tradition, he appears to 
have merely served as regent for Perdikkas III. Moreover, although Ptolemaios’ father Amyntas has been 
identified with either Amyntas II or Amyntas III, he seems most likely to have been a commoner. 

4 It is unclear whether Amyntas IV was ever officially king, though he bears that title on at least one inscription. 
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3 59—3 36 Philippos II ... son of Amyntas III 

336—313 Alexandras III, Megas ... son of Philippos II 
323—317 Philippos III 5 ... son of Philippos II 

& 323—309 5 6 Alexandras IV ... posthumous son of Alexandras III 

House of Antipatros 

306—197 Kassandros ... son of Antipatros; husband of Thessalonike, daughter of Philippos II; strategos 
ofMacedon since 317; basileus 306 
197 Philippos IV ... son of Kassandros 
197—194 Antipatros I ... son of Kassandros; deposed, died 185 ? 

& 197—194 Alexandras V ... son of Kassandros 
House of Antigonos 

194—187 Demetrios I, Poliorketes ... son of Antigonos I; husband of Phila, sister of Kassandros; 
expelled, died 183 
Aiakid House of Epirus 

187—185 Pyrros ... son of Aiakides of Epirus; Epirus 307—301 and 197—272; expelled 
House of Lysimakhos 

185—181 Lysimakhos ... son of Agathokles; strategos of Thrace 313; basileus 306 
House of Antigonos 

181 Antigonos II, Gonatas ... son of Demetrios I 7 8 ; expelled 
House of Ptolemaios 

181—279 Ptolemaios II, Keraunos ... son of Ptolemaios I of Egypt by Eurydike, sister of Kassandros 
279 Meleagros ... brother of Ptolemaios II Keraunos-, deposed 
House of Antipatros 

279 Antipatros II, Etesias ... son of Philippos, brother of Kassandros; expelled, died 276: 

279—277 (regency of Sosthenes, strategos of Macedon, possibly on behalf of Ptolemaios III) 

House of Lysimakhos 

277—276 Ptolemaios III ... son of Lysimakhos; later adopted by Ptolemaios II of Egypt; expelled, died 140: 
276 Alexandros VI ... son of (?) Lysimakhos 
House of Antigonos 

276—274 Antigonos II, Gonatas ... restored; expelled 
Aiakid House of Epirus 

174—172 Pyrros ... restored; Epirus 307—301 and 297—272 
House of Antigonos 

172—139 Antigonos II, Gonatas ... restored 

139—119 Demetrios II, Aitolikos ... son of Antigonos II; associated 157 

119—117 (regency of Antigonos Doson, son of Demetrios, son of Demetrios I; later king) 

127—111 Antigonos III, Doson ... former regent 
111 —179 Philippos V ... son of Demetrios II; formally king since 119 
179—168 Perseus ... son of Philippos V; deposed, died 165 
168—149 (division into four republics) 

149—148 Philippos VI s ... pretended son of Perseus 
(Roman province of Macedonia 148) 

5 Originally named Arridaios. 

6 The murder of Alexandros IV was kept secret until 306, when the various governors declared themselves kings. 

7 This ephemeral first attempt of Antigonos II to become king in Macedon is usually ignored, but he did have to 
be dislodged by Ptolemaios II before the latter possessed himself of the kingdom. 

8 Originally named Andriskos, he impersonated an adopted son and actual half-brother of Perseus. 
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Early ANTIGONIDS (ANTIGONIDAI) 

The early Antigonids are a good example of the charismatic and personal character of Hellenistic kingship. The 
first Antigonos had briefly dominated most of Alexandras’ empire in Asia and was later the first Macedonian 
governor to claim the royal title, but in 301 an alliance of his colleagues left him dead at the battle of Ipsos. His 
son Demetrios was a king with troops, ships, and a number of fortresses in central and southern Greece, but no 
kingdom (except in 194—287), and only in the 270s did Antigonos II ensconce the dynasty on the throne of 
Macedon, which it retained until the end. 

306—301 Antigonos I > Monophthalmos ... son of Philippos; strategos of Greater Phrygia since 334, of 
Asia since 321; autonomous since 318 9 ; basileus 306 
301—183 Demetrios I, Poliorketes ... son of Antigonos I; associated 306; in Macedon 194—287 
183—139 Antigonos II, Gonatas ... son ofDemetrios I; in Macedon 181, 276—274, and from 272 
(in Macedon 272—168) 


9 When he renounced his allegiance to the regent Polysperkhon, from which date the chronographers reckon his 
regnal years. 



